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Let this be Printed, 


Nottingham. 
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Second Letter| 


TO A 


FRIE N D. 


Concerning the 


French Invaſion. 


In which the DecLrarartion lately 


diſperſed under the Tule of 


His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Declaration, to all P 


his Loving Subje&s, commanding their 4/- 
ſiſtance againſt the ÞP. of Orange and his 
Adberents, 


diſperſed Copiesz with ſome ſhort Obſervations | 
upon it. 


LOND ON 


Printed, and are to be iold by Randal Taylor, 
near Amen-Corner, MDC XCIL | 
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Second Letter, - 


'CONCERNIN'G 


The Late King Jamer's Declaration. 


Aving i in ef Coneluſion of my Vetrap 
Pa promiſed you, if 'you defired it, to give 
38” you an accountof the late King James's 
ae Declaration, T will make no Excuſes, 
SW but like a Srnrere Proteſtant, will keep 
IX D; Te my word with You?" | 
01055 +. This Declaration has' been indoftri. 
oulh PIER about both in French! and Enplifb, by the. 
Enemies of the preſewt Government." 'Now to favethem 
any farther cr owl of this kind, andthat the world may 
ſee, 'we dare venture it, with all the tharms that are by 
ſome thought to be in it, among the People of Emlwid, 
Ihave thonghrit the faireft way to print the whole, wer« 
batim, Paragraph by Parapr "wh ſome ſhorr Obſer- 
vations Upon it ;\. and only defi ireyou to —_— hat 
my. principal deſign init; is. only to * then the Ar- 
_ guments\of 'my former Lerter;” arid to make Git appear 
op this very Dechration, How little nee Enplifh 
Proteſtants have to promiſe themfelves? That the 
King will be kinderto' them, than hewas before, ſhoukd 


- tad return with a Finxeb Power. 
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2 A Second Letter to a Friend 


DECLAKAITI MN 


HE R E A S "the moſt Chriſtian King, im pur- 

. ſuance of the many obliging promiſes he has made 

Us, of giving Us his Effectual Aſſiſtance for the recover- 
ing of our Kingdoms, as {002 as the condition of his Afairs 
would permit, has put is in a way of endeavouring it as this 
time ; and inorger to it, has tent Usſo many of his Troops, 
as may be abundantly ſufficient to uaty the hands of our Sub- 
jets, and make it ſafe ſor them to return to their Duty, 
and repair to Our Standard , ani has notwithſtanging . for 
the preſent, according to Our aefire, ( unleſs there ſhould ap- 
pear further neceſſity for it) pur poſely aeolin  fending owen. 
Farces ſo; Numerous, ,4s: might rat. any ;jealouſie in the 

minds of Our good Sibjects, of Tp Beis to take the 

Work wholly out, of their hazas, or deprive any true tngliſh- 

man of ; the part. be may.hope to have'in ſo Glorionsan Atti- 

on, as is that of Reſtoring hi» Lawful Kings and bis Anci-- 
ent Government; ( all which toreign;Troops,'as ſoon as we 
ſballle fully ſetled' inn the guiet and peaceable Poſſeſſion of our 
Kingdoms, We do hereby = ſend back, and in the 
meau time to keep them 'u ſuch exai# Order and Diſcipline, 
that none of Our, Subjets ſhall receive the rf Injury in their 

Perſons or : Poſſeſſions, by any Soldier or Offic x whatſocver.) 

T ho.an Afair.of this nature ſpeaks, for it ſelf, nor do We 
thinkQuy. {elves as all chbliged to ſay any thing more upon this: 
occaſion, than, That We come to iſſert our Juſt Rights, and. 
to deliver our People from the ppreſſion they lye under ; yet 
when We. confider bow | miſer.b.'y many of Our Subjetts were. 
cheated into the late Revolution bythe Art of ill men, aud, 
particulerly by the. Prince of Orange's Declaration, which 
ws taken upon truſt, and eaſily believed then, but ſince. ap- 
pears notoriouſly falſe in all theparts of it, conſiſting no w 


cmeernins the French Tivaſim. 2 


of Afﬀertions that have beets: evidently #;{proved, thaw of 
Promiſes'rhat-wert neuzh tended tobe performed. To pre- 
vent the like delufions for the'\time\to come, na1"to do as 
much aslies in Our powerjto oper the eyes of all OiirSubjetts, 
We dr eimilling th hy the whe Patver befeys rhe ws 1; 43 pluin 
WH Mfort. a nahnts a3 HH yothie;" rhat they v4y not again 
pretend' miſftakesy' or have (hwane® ts plead for any falſe 
fteps they [hall hereafter make towaydi the ruin" of their own, 
and their Countvey s Happineſs. — IO V7 2 


A 


FAT LON 8.65 


n9! 15 301 Jt 4 1 it 


31-543 
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- It begins witha thing veryiſucprining andiremorable; 

That the French King hath onee 11 his-tfe madergood his 

Word;and kept his Faith; for ſo'rhe late King James tells 

- Bsihb hath done withohimy #7 Zlxfaunte of 3he many obli; 

gn Promiſes he' had” miuad hins;" of ghuing him Effeunl 
Meh ance for:the Redvyvery of his KBs % 65 'Effettwal 

Afſifaiice is a)big word, 'and'more thanihe Greareftond 
Moſt Puiſſant Kjng is able always to make good. However 

Lamiglad-to ſexelley begin-to endeavour'to perform-their 

Promiſes to'one anorherQ” 6 is 'a good quality, 'and' it is 

tobe haped they-miylin tire excend ivvfurcher.: But this 

ſatisfies me, that the-Freach Kjag'thinks'ivhis/Iytereſt t0 

reſtore the late King James; \ for he wasnever known to 

keep his ' Promiſe azainſt his-Intereſt; -and it is ſome- 
what ſurprizing,'that the 'Freneh: King, and Engliſh ro- 

feſtants, ſhould havethe ſame Intereſt; 2 (0195, 
1' He ſcems ſenfibley! that! French: Troops would 'not- be 

very, welcome itn-Exptaad;' and chkreforsro.qualific''this 

matter, heays, Thar the French King at his deſire, has 

purpoſely declin'd' ſending over Forces ſo Numerous;” as 

'might raiſe any jealoxfit of 'a French: Conquelt';" for that 

is the plain'Exe1fb of: its; that they: ſhall ——— 

211298 | B 2 ex 


. 
>. Cu nels: fp EPR CAL PO TINT "eres 


WI _— - 


4 4: Secoud, Letter td. 4 Friend, 


exait Difcipline while. they. are here,” and: that he will 
ſend them, home again,. when-he is fully ſet led inthe quit 
and peaceable Poſſeſſionof bis King qoms. But' I thank God 
with allmy hearc, that therejs \no danger now of theſe 
French T rgops coming into Exg/eand; which. is a- much 
greater ſecurity to us,. than both thele:Kixgs Promiſes 
tor their Good behaviour here, or. for their! return; home 
again: It is certain, that. Oxe of them-:could not keep 
his Word, if he would; and it is as certain, that the 
Other would not, as it is, that it would not be his Intereſt 
todoit; for there is not the-fame reaſon for the French 
King to keep his Promiſe of ſending Troops into England, 
and to-keep his Promiſe of, {ending no more than the-late 
King James wants, or of- calling them home again when 
he wants them no longer. | But before I proceed to more 
particular Obſervativas, it will not-be amiſs /(C atd;1the 
concluſion of, this Paragraph requires it). briefly t0: con- 
ſider what, is nat. inthig Declaratiom; which the. People 
of England had all the reafon in the world to have ex- 
peed mit. [wen olga; TAY 

.. Now dcan find but very ligrdeinit, I might with great 
truth ſay, #othing: which 4 reaſpnable- man who rememe+ 
bers the late Revgn, efpecially theiConcluſionof it would 
. If the Deſign of ſuch a Declaration be togive ſatisfa- 
Qionits, the minds of his SubjeQs, it oughtat leaſt to have 
contained as good Words, and fair Promiles, as Prince 
could give: He knew very well, what. at was that had alie- 
nated:his Subyetts fram'bimzthatthey'apprehended their 
Liwgitheir Religion, and their Lierties; to be-in great 
danget ;' and could aot but know, that he had given: 
them c00juſt occaſion for fuch es and Fears; and: 
it is wonderful, chat'-be ſhould think -of- prom a 
Declaration; andrfiot think fit togive the lea yy" won 
\T7Y k360 apDouc 


concerning . the Freneh Invſ{on. 5 


about theſs MAS $ 5..a0t to ſay one; word about Popert 
and Arbirrary Power, /npr to give any cxpreſs promiſe, 
that he ax remove. theſs fears. _ 

The only, thing he appeals of is the juſtice of his, 
Cauſe; ; and, does ng himſc ſelf ob/ized roſe nr ting 
more #20p this pl than thath it he comes to. ork is oc. 
Un Rizhts, Te, Bu t this Was ks nfroverl y between 

and his fob ſe.;.they. did not dur then his Right 

Crown, [98 they have ſome Reaſon todo itnow) 
_ yet were willing $0 part with him when he rnOugar, 
fic ro leave them; andaf he knew, \ what made them {« ſo, 
and. pen Foe hong Gain Ry hal Altiltance, and wi 
their good-likin + HY, mw Fat thoſe of his own Council 
would have choug im, obliged to ſay ſomething of it. 

The Pann! Orange's Declaration put him in mind 
of this, which he any, cheated his. Subjetfs into. the late 
Revolution z, andit had been, much. more to the purpoſe 
to bave diſcoyered the cheat of that, eclargtion,. or, te 
have aid nothing. of it, than: to affirm without any 
proof, that now it appears to be notori-uſly falſe in all the 
parts of it ,, for Engliſh Prote {oft know. nothing to this 
day, byt. that it is all true ſtill. Were ;there not in the 
late Rejgp open and.bold atrempts made againſt che Laws, - 
the Liberties, and the Religion of theſe Kyngdoms ? Was 
not the Diſpenſing Power Fi on foot for thoſe purpaſes: 
Were not. the Judges ar in 'd ig by obtain a T Cores 
in fayqur of the Dz pen placed and- diſpla- 
ced,; till they could Fe Tools jo that Re ack men 
who. would ſacrifice the Laws and _ Religion of. their 
Countr as Ars 'the Will of their Bay or to.. their 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition ? Were not the O«ths ole 
glance and Supremacy, and the Te Ee withuoe 
this pretence, and men unqu fied'h w,. put into- 
Egclefaftical , Civil,, and Milicery Pretermeats,. to the 


apparent 


[. "29 S2bon4 "Letter" to 4" Frient 


Appttent Sng & both 'df. Chivch Ind S? Hate ® Was thers 
no Eccleſi, Wl Commiſſion Tec up, no' *opiſÞ Cc happels, 


Monaſterys and Convents erefted and endowed contrary 


to Law? by ere.not bogs Nobili ? Ari Gentry Cloſeted antl 
Examined, about t e Teft, and thoſe dif- 
graced and turn ed aut bt ry: ces and. Employ ents, 


who would not mply” ? Wee fior the Biſhop#\ re othe- 


Tower, and Tried in.W eftminſter-Hall, for their Humble 
Petition to him againlt readin? the Dec! eration ? Was not 
the Adminiftfation of uftice, and He prearett Military 
Teuſts put into the, hands "of Pap;; Hi ere not the 
Charters of Cities, . "Tow: was,” and” Cor) or Af0 by ized into 
the Kin, s. hands, * andto n&w-mioe fi Tt the King 
might chuſe whar' Burgeſſes he pleaſe gr have a Eoufe 
of Commons of. his Ak Creatures ? Were there nor vi- 
fible grounds of ſuf Ition Pty theBirth 6f the pre- 
tend 5 Prince. of. I 0 Ad has ret been fuffictent, fa- 
risfaion; given GE Nation'abour.it eo this" ly + Theſe 
are the Grievances complain'd of int the 'P7int#'s Declara- 
Fan, which were Ge then, not'apon the Authori- 
of .che Declaration, but becauſe they were ſeer and 
f It; andare believed till, beczyſt: he Fr Mill rememy 
br by chofe who ſaw and' felr rhem'; and how they have 
ſince bety evide#tly A Yann: a, 1 canrigt pieſs. " Buriffuch 
things as theſe are not chought fit t9'be owned as miſtakes 
in Governtnent ; if it wasnpt thoughr fit ro promiſe the 
dre of a0y one of theim,. no not in his De /aration, 
= aly't he Gong teh igvices his Sa je ro Aſſilt 
ecoveritng his” Kingdoms ; I can caflly gueſs, 
by Sie po got* be' thought faults, much leſs be” re- 
Klrz if he ſhoald'rtrurn They muſt be his very Lov- 
ing. WP evkk K |, that can berhus impoſed upon 
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' And therefore, to-take the. matter Low the beginning, it 
cannot be forgotten, That as ſoon as We had certain. Notice 
of the Prince of Orange's unnatural deſign of Invading Qur 
Kingdoms, with the whole Power of the United. Prowgcesy 


2 % 


We -þ took thebeſt care We contd toprovide. for. Our . Des 
f _ ;. which 1 ay effeiually to have LAY: ; We had 
put Our Fleet ayd Army. anto ſuch a. condition, that tho. his 
moſt Chriſtian /ajeſty, who well ſaw the. bottom of the. De- 
fign againſt, Vs, againſt Himſelf, and indeed, againſt, the 
Peace of Europe, offered :Vs conſiacrable Succours beth. by: 
Land and'Sea-; We did not think it at all nectſr1.to accept. 
them, at that, time, as. reſolving to caſt, Our ſelves wholly, 
(next to the Divine Prote-Hop). upon.the Courage aud Fi-- 
delity, of Our Engliſh' drmy, which had been with ſo._ much, 
care apd Jie,  form'd and obliged: by Us.. And having. 
thus'prepared to oppoſe. Force to Force ; We did, in the next. 
place, apply Our ſeives Faxgfve all reaſonable [atisfattion to. 
the minds of Ou? good Sabjetts, by endeavouring. to wnde- 
ceive them, and to let them ſee betimes, and whilſt the miſ-" _ 
chief might eaſily. have. been prevented, how fatal .« Ruin: 
they muſt bring” upon their Countrey, if they ſuffered them-- 
ſetwes to be Fedied by the_watn pretences of the: Prinoe-of 
Qrange's lavaſion.'  Hawever, ſo great was.the infatuation: 
4 that time, that We were-not believ'd till.it was.tog late. 
ut when he was obliz'd to throw off the Mak by degrees gands. 
that it began to appear plainly. that it was not the reformati=; 
oz of the Government. (which yet was.a matter that did not, 
et all belong to him to meddle with) but the Subuerſiorof ita. 
that he ains'd at, that ſo he, mizht, build his own. Ambitions: 
Lens eo the Kaine of re Bogiilh Nati +; dd hem: 
the. Perſon had in{muated it ſelf into.the vital Parts of the; 


8 A SetondLitter to Friend”. 
yp” When it had ſpread over oyr whole Army, and 


o far gbt itn Our: Court dnd Family, as not'only to cor- 
rupt ſome of. Our Servants that were neareſt. Our Perſon, 


andrhad bees moſt highly abBgod by ds” but #0t even to lIetve 


' Our owr Children at that time whinfetted: When Our 


Army daity Deſerted on the one hand, and on the other hayd 
Tamdlts and Diſorders int _ is all Parts of rhe Kzhg- 
dom ;_ Andtſpectally, whorſp 

Y 


0n ſo faſt,” that We found Our ſelves wholly in Our Enzmict 


Power, being at firſt confin'd by them in _ our Own' Palace, - 


and afterwards rudely forced out of it under a Guard of 
Foreigners, We could not then but be admnoniſhed, by the 
Fare of ſome of Oar Predeceſſ-rs in the like circumſtances, of 


the danger We were in, axd. that it was hith time to provide 


for the ſecarity of Our Pero (which was happily effefttd by 


Oar getting from the (Iuard that was ſet upon us at Roche: 


ſter, and Q7 arrival in France, . the only Part in Europe 
to which We could retirewith ſafety). that ſo We might pre- 
ſeroe Our fetves for better times, and for a more. happy 09- 


portunity ; ſuch as i5 that, which, by the Bleſſing of Goa, is at 


preſent put into.onr Hands. 


AOBSERPATIONS:. 


Fo begin with the Certain notice of the P. of Oe, 
ad 


DYip#,"1s not 7 tab The matrer from rhe beginning. 

he tehded't9\ give" diy; fackfaOtion to, Ex" ſh vue, 

he Thowld have beat, where their "Complain an 

GrieV3cts, *occafidnied by His' Arbirrary aid Tegal Go- 
et” Bs 


veHh mit. Whvte the Privee's Deſign, 
ant RiSowrnr tart 


j began. 'THir he York he bef 
JS For "bt ir We," xa Yue its od Ha 
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HEMhen veſi woalinachave been taken MN BY4HEN 
tion." That Nis Chriſtian Majeſty faw 1h?s"L efi>n'was a- 
I" gainſt 
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r after the Revioſutjon-thme 


concerning the French Invaſuun: - 


?ainſt himſelf, Jong before the late Kjng was ſenſible of 
it, appears from the Memorial printed at the Hague, 
y. Sepremb. 1688. by Monſieur de Conte d Avaux, the 
French King's Ambaſſadour : But when he ſays *rwas 
againſt the Peace of Europe, I confeſs, I. know not how 
to underſtand it, unleſs by the Peace of Europe, . his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty mean an Univerſal Deſolation, which he 
was making as faſt. as he could. For this cannot be de- 
nied to be a moſt certain and effeQtual way of ſetling a 
Country in peace, to lay it waſte, and to deſtroy, and 
drive out the Inhabitants. [To prevent which indeed, was 
the bottom of this-Deſ#zz; ad the moſt effcQual way to 
do it, was to divide Fnglaxd fromthe Intereſt of France. 

That the French Kzne, to prevent this, did offer Kzng 
James the Aſſiſtance of his Forces, is very probable from 
the ſame Memorial, which threatens the Dutch with it ; 
and how this Aſſiſtance came to, be refuſed, we learn 
from my Lord Sunderland's Letter, printed in the Hiſtory 
of the Deſertion, which, and.ſome. other Counſels (that 
thwarted the Popjþ Deſigns) colt him his Reli-ion, and 
ſoon after the Favour of his Prizce, and his Preferments 
at Court. INT 

That he had no ſuch great Confidence in the Fidelity of 
his Engliſh Army, was too evident in the daily Reforma- 
tions he made 1n it; exchanging Proteſtants for Papiſts, 
and Exzliſh-men for Iriſh ; which occaſioned that memo- 
rable Accident at Portſmouth, which gave ſuch a general 
diſguſt to the Army, in a very lucky Seaſon, as greatly 
diſpoſed them either to go over to the Prince, or at leaſt 
notto fight againſt him, FOTHN 

That he did many things in the time of his diſtreſs to 
{weeten his Subjects, is true ; but he was much miſtaken 
if he thought this ſufficient to give reaſonable ſatisfa7ion. 
He andid many. things, which he had illegally done ; 

; " bur 


hs 
fo 'AStcind Litter t0'd Friend” 


but he'didthis Bate, and it was fo apparently a matter 
of force,” owing tothe.change of his + ortuae,, not of his 
Inclinattofis ,” and then too, fone wirh fo ill a grace, that 
I could obſerve no bady that was then ſatisfied with it. 
He'reſtored the Chirter of Loxden, and of other Cres 
and Corporations; He &iffolved the Eccleſiaſtical Commu/- 


_ fron, 'reitored MagialenColletpe, but gever own'd the 11- 


legality of theſe Proceedings; would never renounce his 
diſpenfing Power ; would never be perſtaded by the molt 
humble Perztions, and earnel} Importunities of his Lords 
and Biſbops, tocalla Free Parliament, and to refer the re- 
dreſs of all Grievancesto them; till he ſeems to have form- 
ed a Deſign of leaving E-p/and,andthen his. Ifſying gut of 
Writs, which he reſolved fhouldmever be executed, could 
do him no hurt, and would haye a good appearance, .as if 
he had been, willing, to have referr'd all toa Par/iamert, 
had not the growing Power of his Enemies made it more 
neceflary for him toconſulr the ſafety of hisown (FrIOG, 

The Caſe of Magdalen Colledge convinced. all men, 
that theſe were Extorted Favours, and would laſt no 
longer, than it was ſafe to recall them. 

King 7ames had given his Orders tothe ;Bifbop of Win- 
cheſter, the Viſitor of that Coley fo recall Dr, Hough, 
and the former Fellows of that Society, and he accordingly 
went down to reinſtate them ; but upon the News that 
the Dutch Fleet had ſaffered much in a Storm, and pro- 
bably could not fail till the next Spring, His Lordſhip 
had new Orders ſent to call him back ; but that News 
proving falſe, he waspermitted to return,and to purſue his 
firſt Orders: This,. it ſeems,. was all the reaſonable ſptiſ- 
fattion that could be given, what his Graces and Favours 


Po 
IV 


to Proteſtants were, and how long they would laſt. 


As for what concerns the Prince of Orange, now our 
Gracious Kyng, I know of no mask he had on, nor that 


CVeEr 


concerning the French Javgſion. T7 


even kn #hrew af 08 thas He. afreryeards. appeared to. be 
any other than bis Declaration a rprelented Him. He 
came. ngt Br pe Crown, BE, refer Abaſes, and to ſe- 
cure the Succeſſion, which the Right of his Princeſs, and 
his own Right and Intereſt, the preſervation of the Pro- 
fer Reregione and of the Liberties of Europe, gave Him 
ight and Authority to medale with, ; but befides his Ex- 
pettariongd original Intention, he has the Crown which 
e came not for.: -He has deceived no body! in it ; but if 
any one be deceived, King Tawes, and the People of Eng- 
land bave deceived Him the one 19 leaving his Crown, 
the other in placing|it an his Head,; where indeed it ought 
tobe, both in Right of His-Prixceſs, and for his own me- 
rits ; for He who ſaves a Nation, had He no other Claim 
or Title, may very-well deſerve to. wear-the Crown, eſ- 
pecially when it was with, the free Conſent of the Prin- 
ceſs, our molt Graco: Queen, and upon the deſire of the 
Eſtates of the Realm,and itill neceſſary to fave the Nation. 
In the next place, He juſtifieth his leaving Exglaza, for 
the ſecurity of his Perſon, being wholly in the-Enemies power, 
at firſt confined by them: in his own Palace,and afterwards rude- 
ly forced out of it under a. Guard of Foreigners. But-if he have 
forgot it, others have not, that before this happened, he 
had privately withdrawn. his Ferſon, disbanded his #7my, 
diſſolved his Goverment, flung. his Broad Seal into the 
Thames,and had never had ths. pretence for hisEſcape;had 
he not been ſtopped by a miſtake, for no body intended to 
ſtay him, and all this while he was in Treaty with the 
Prince, and that upon ſuch equal Terms, that he could be 
under nojult-apprehenfion of. ill uſage... 1. 1 
 Heexcules his 8919g.20 France, becanle it. was the only 


part in Rncope to mhich he could retire with ſafety; which 


is a Confefſhon thatihe alone, was inthe. French Inter 
againlt all Exrope beſides. and that he durlt not trutt hjs 
; % ©  - Can 


= — —— - — —— 4 —_— ” _ ng 


12 4 Second' Letter to a Friend 
Cauſe with any gocher Princes in Chriftendom ; whichars . 


gues either a preat ealbuſic of His own Caule, or of theit 


Juſtice and r, even, to diſtreſſed Princes. :ButT am 
ſure France was the only place in Ezrope he ought to have 
avoided ; and if he had no other place to go to, he ought 
to have ventured himfelf at home;or to have gone to Rowe; 
which had been a'kmd of Szrozd Home, unleſs he intended 
to reſign his Crown. He'knew;what Opinion ——_ 
Subjects had of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ,” and mrght 
have known, that they would never fetch him from 
France again, nor willingly receive him withra French 
Power. What happy Opportunity he'now has to reco: 
ver his Kingdoms again bY French Troops, I ſuppoſe by 
this time he begins to difcern;, and T hope it may prove 
a very happy' Opportunity for his Dear Ally to'lofe his : 
He has ſhewed him by his own example what to do in 
ſuch caſes; and the Engliſh Parliament has taught the 


French what name ta giye it, 
DECLARATION. 


Upon what found:tion of Juſtice or Common'Senſe; the 
Prince of Orange's Fat#jon in England,were pleaſed io treat 
this Eſcape of Ours out of the Hands of Oar Enemies, in the 
flile of an Abdication ;' a word when apply'd to Sovereign 
Princes, that was never before uſed to ſignify atty thing but 
a free and volunt ary Reſignation of a Crown, as in the Cafes 
of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and the late Queen of 
Sweden; and what a ſtrange Superſtrufture they raiſed up- 
on this weak Foundation, that a Company of Men illegally 
met together, who had-not Power, even by their own Con- 
feſſion at that timie {for it was before they had voted them» 
ſelves a Parliament) to charge the Intereſt of the meaneſt 
Subjett ; ſhould yet take upon them to deſtroy the whole Con- 

ſtitution 
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ftitution of the Government, to make an Ancient Heredi- 
tary Monarchy become Fleftive ; and then aſſuming to them- 
ſelves the Right of Elefion , ſhould proceed to fettle the 
Succeſſion in 7, odd and extravagant a manner, are Tranſ- 
attions that need not be rejeated: They are too well knows 
to the World, to the great Reproach of the Engltſh Nati- 
on; and the Grounds upon which they are' Built; are too 
vain and frivolous todeſerveaC — Every Free- 
holder. of England is, in this Caſe, able to make his own 
Obſervations ; and will, no doubt, examine 4 little better 
than hitherto he has. done, what aſſurance any private Man © 
can have of keeping his Eſtate, if the King himſelf ſhall hold - 
his.Crowa by no better a [itle.. 


0'BSERY'A TI ONS: 


His leaving the Kingdom for the ſafety of his Perſon; - 
and to preſerve himſelf for better times, and for a more © 
happy Opportunity, he ſays, was no Abdication, as that 
ſignifies 4 voluntary reſignation of his Crown ;\nor do T 
ſay it was: But his withdrawing his Perfon and Autho- 
rity, was an aCtual quitting of the Government : what- 
ever it is in Law, I'm ſure in common ſenſe; the Throne 
is actually empty, when no body is init; and no body 
is 1n1t, when there is no Authority in the Nation to ad- 
miniſter the Government. 4nd when the Throne isemp- 
ty, the Eſtates of the Realm, (who are the onlySupream 
Authority,when there is noMonarch )'muſt fill it again, 
unleſs the Goveroment muſt diſſolve ; an1 rhen:; there is 
an.end of all Rights and Claims; And this they have 
done, not by turning an Ancient Heveaitary Monarchy into 
an /eftive,but by placing the next ux#doubtedHeit on the = 
Throne : Andytho' he never intended” to give up his 
Right and furure Claim, yer he has done what he ne- 
. VC 
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ver intended todo ; when the Throne is empty, it muff 
beflld , and when 1t is declared vacant, and filld by 
the Supream Authority of the Nation, there is no room 
tor him there. 

as for the Conventionof Eftates ; When there was no 
King on the. Throne, we do not pretend that they were a 
formal Parliament, for that muſt have a/King at the 
Head of it;and theretfore,as is obſerved intheDecl/aration, 
they could impoſe no- legal I axes on SubjeQs, nor did 
they attempt it ; but yet they were not a company of men 
illegally met together,without Authority to doany thing ; 
but they met at the requeſt, and under the Prote&ion 
of the then Prince of Orange, upon the Fundamental 
reaſons of the Conſtitution it ſelf, as the ſole Judges of 
all Diſputes relating to the Crown. Such Diſputes will 
ſometimes happen, and if there be no legal Judges of 
it, the Sword mult decide it, and that is a.State of War, 
not of Cimil Government, which all Governments are 
{uppoſed. to provide againſt ;. and yet if the Convention 
- the Eſtates are not the proper Judges in ſich caſes, it 
is certain there are none ; and then the Civil Govern- 
ment isdiſſolved ; weareina State of War, and muſt 
ſubmit to the /ongeſt Sword. But this is ſo fully and plain- 
ly Stated in the late ingenious RefletFions on the Caſe of 
Allegiance to a Kjng in Poſſeſſion, from p. 26. to p. 34. 
That to ſhorten this Letter as much as I can, I ſhall re- 
fer you tothat Author for further ſatisfaCtion. 

So that Free-holders are not at all concern'd in this 
matter ;.a Convention of Eftates without a King, cannot 
meddle with their Properties without a diſſolution of the 
Government ; But when there is no King, or it is a 
Queſtion whether there be or not, or whois King by the 
Fundamental Conſtitution of the Government, *the 
Convention of the Eftates are the ſole and proper Judges 
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of it ; in whoſe Determination, all private Subjets are 
bound in Coaſcience to acquieſce. And the late King 
need not complain of this,as if it made the Titles of Prin- 
ces to Their Crowns very uncertain and Arbitrary : For 
he had anunqueſtionable Title to his Crown, and might 
have held it to this Day, if he himſelf had not under- 
min'd it, by breaking in upon the Laws, and even up- 
on the Conſtitution it ſelf; upon which his Right was . 
founded : This occaſion'd ſuch a Rewolution, as forced 
him to Abdicate,. and to leave it to a Convention, to - 
declare his Throne vacayt, and to fill it. 


DEFCELELLEATION, 


But fince ſome Men, who could not ſay one word in defence 
of the Juſtice of theſe Proceedings, would yet take great 
pains to ſhew the neceſſity of them, and ſet forth the extra- 
ordinary good effetts that were to be expe Ted from ſo very 
bad a Cauſe; We do not doubt but the Nation has by this 
time caſt up the Account, and when they ſhall have well con- 
foder'd, what Wonders might have been perform'd with leſs 
Expence of Engliſh Blood, than that which has been unne- 
ceffarih trifled away in this (Quarrel ; that ſuch a Number 
of Ships of War have been loſt and deſtroy'd in the Three 
years laſt paſt, as might aloge have been ſufficient to have 
made a conſiderable Fleet : That more Monty has been drain'd 
out of the Purſes of our Subjeits in compaſs of that time, 
thin during the whole Reigns of . many of our Predeceſſors 
put together ; and that not as formerly, ſpent again, and 
circulating amon? them, but tranſported, in ſpecie, into Fo- 
reign Part s,and for ever loſt to the Nation : When theſe and 
many other Partinilars of this. Nature are caſt up, it muſt 
certainly appear at the Foot of the Account, how much worſe 
the Remedy is than the fancied Diſeaſe, and that, at leaſ? 
hitherto, the Kjngdom is no great Gainer by the Change. 
OBSER- 
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OCOBSERY 4TIONS. 


T doubt his late Majeſty is miſinformed ; for there are 
not only ſome, but a great many, who have more than 
one word to ſay, both for the Juſtice, and the Neceſſity of 
cheſe Proceedings, -and the whole Nation already teels 
the extraordinary good effeils of them, notwithſtanding the 
expence of Blood and Treaſure, of which he-complains ; 
for we know whom we are to thank for that. And the belt 
way to prevent the effuſion of more Blood, and the ex- 
. pence of more Money,is to keep out his French T roops,and 
toknow when we are well. Revolutionsare and will be 
Bloody, and Chargeable, and therefore one Revolution 
is enough for one -Age: The Dwutchare already pay'd, 
and we don't delireto pay the French too; which is a 
much 'longer Account, and we ſhall get leſs by it. 
We have hitherto had ſomething for our Money, and 
ſomething thar is -very valuable 3 our Laws , and 
Liberties, and Religion ; but I believe the Nation will 
think it a hard bargain, to- pay ten times the price for 
French Popery and Slawery. 

The Nation, as he ſays, has caſt up the Account, and I 
believe above Nineteen parts in T wenty,baveconſider'd 
the matter ſo well, that they are come to a fixt Reſolution 
to oppole the intended Izvaſion, to the utmoſt of their 
Power. - 

As for the loſs of the Shipsof War, it now appears 
.(God for ever be praiſed for it) that Their Majefties have 
a Fleet ſtill left, Conſiderable enough, and Faithful too 
(notwithſtanding all the Arts and Endeavours of our E- 
:nemies to Debauch them from their Allegiance) to deal 
with, and even to deſtroy the Naval Power of France. 
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